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Reversions to techniques of 1930's 1n charges of terroristic
actlvlities on part group Soviet doctors evokes several lnter-
esting conslderations,.

It cannot (rpt not) be completely excluded, of course, that

- there was 1indeed some sort of consplratorial movement. It also

might be argued that the "plot" 1s a complete fabrication of
the ruling group cold-bloodedly designed for the achlevement

of some polltical alm. It seems at any rate to corroborate
belief held by many that Soviet ruling group llves 1n atmosphere
of constant psychotle mistrust and susplcion. While it would
seem unreasonable to agsume that they belleve the charges as made,
1t seems qulte likely that the latter reflect the ruling cilrcles
domlnant fear of uncontrolled thought and discussion. It has
been often assumed that serious differences of opinion on polilcy
matters exlst in the Soviet hlerarchy up to and including the
Polltburo. The present occurrence plus past economlc controvewﬁ
sies now (rpt now) belng alred do not diminish such opinions. °
However, if this is not (rpt not) the case but the top leaders
had reason to belleve there had only been an increase in the
number of small clandestine discussion circles (which have been
a feature of Russlan life since Czarist times), particularly.
among the Intelligentsia the matter would probably appear
serlous enough to them to require the most severe repressive
measures. ‘ o

The pafent'lack of reallty of the charges explainable perhsps by
the followlng hypotheses: -

1. Publicized plot must be exceedingly simple in order to be .
understood by the great masses of Boviet people, even though -
guch simpliclty impedes fabrilcation of logical chain of circum-
stances and/or (2) Soviets not (rpt not) Interested in con-
vincing thelr people but rather wlsh force down their throats
obviously false allegatlons, particularly distasteful to 1n-
telligentsla, as overt easlly recognlzable further move toward
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thought control. (If a consplratorial group has had within its
power a half dozen leading military flgures for nine years
since the death of Shcherbakov 1n 1945, 1t 1s surprising that
some success had not (rpt not) been achleved and that after
all thils tilme plot near in frultion foilled only by means last
minute intervention Securlty Police).

Perhaps heavy play glven Jewlsh bowgesolse nationallst aspect
should cause us re-evaluate Jewish e .ement recent Czech trilals.
However, very ldentification of these groups as "Jewish Bour-
geols nationallist" lessens to certaln degree hypothesis which
hag been advénced that anti-Semitism as such 1s important and
growlng elemerit Sovlet and satellite policy.

Criticism of MGB for fallure uncover plot earller may be taken
by some observers as further indication of lessened stature of
Berlya. In absence fuither evldence of thils however, 1t seems
to Embasgy MGB cpiticism and call for strengthened army and
gecurlty foreces, Increased vigllence etc. may be warning to

- Soviet people to expect more intensive discipllnary measureg
plus stricter economle control mechanisms. Thls renewal of
emphasls on diselpline and threat of represzlve measure quite
conslstent with new party statutes and subsequent comment
thereon.

Re status Berlya, 1t should be noted he llisted as belng present
with Stalin January 12 at Bollhol Theater followlng Molotov
and Malenkov. Thls might be consldered usuwal position in
hierarchy. _ .

While basiec motlvatlion these charges probsbly arlses from
chronlec mistrust of rullng circles, as in all similar cases,
advantage 1s teken of opportunity galn other purposes in-
cluding attack on "jolnt" organization (probably Joint Distri- .
butlon Committee) with tle-in to U3 and UK, continued anti-

US campalgn, including bacterla warfare, atrocitiles, Kajedo,
etc, probably had lost 1ts momentum and present charges taken.
ag means of providing vigorous shot 1n arm.

One of persons naméd as transmitting Instructlion is

Dr. Shimellovich the Dlrector of Botkin Hospltal where serious
allments forelgn dlplomats trested. Mikhoell who dled
January 1048 under strange clrcumstances known as President
Soviet Jewlsh antl-Fasecist Commlttee and reputed to have
complalned of antl-Jdewlsh elements Soviet policy.
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Tass announcement that investigation will be concluded shortly
plus recent Praha precedent may foreshadow show t#idls here

in reasonably near future.
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